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The faith based charity known as The Toronto 

Church of Christ has been actively spreading 

ministries throughout Canada for nearly 30 years. 

To better meet the needs of Christians the 

church, birthed in the hub of Toronto’s city core, 

has subdivided into geographic congregations that 

are charged to reach out to their surrounding 

communities. These congregations of Christians 

are appointed with local leadership to ensure 

their vitality and legitimacy as part of the larger 

body. To become an active member is to make a 

commitment to be part of one of these local 



ministries, something we believe is important in 

our transient culture today.  

 

In recognizing the need for membership, we are 

asking you to commit to being a part of the 

MILESTONE CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES and join 

together with other Christians in our fellowship 

for the following reasons: 

 

1. It follows biblical principles and patterns: 

"Christ loved the church, and gave Himself up for 

her." Eph 5:25 

If Christ gave himself for the church we can give 

no less commitment to the church family that 

we choose to belong to. 

 

Greet also the church that meets at their house. 

Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the 

first convert to Christ in the province of Asia. 

Romans 16:5.  The churches in the province of 

Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet 

you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church 

that meets at their house. 1Corinthians 16:19.  

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker, 

to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 

soldier and to the church that meets in your 

home. Philemon 1:2 

 

 

 

2. It is vital for engaging our culture: 

 

In Canada we are part of a society that shows 

some interest in spirituality, yet we live in an 

age where very few people want to be committed 

to anything. This attitude has produced a 

generation of "church shoppers and hoppers". In 

choosing to be part of the active membership, 

one is making an unselfish decision that builds 

character and is contrary to the current approach 

of North America's "consumer religion". 

 

3. It identifies who can be counted on: 

 



The only thing that can be worse than organized 

religion is disorganized religion. Every team needs 

a roster, every school an enrollment, every army 

an enlistment, even our country takes a census 

and requires a voter registration. It is no 

different from a church group or ministry; 

membership identifies those who can be counted 

on; who are part of the family here. i.e. 

eligibility for service within certain ministries and 

programs. 

 

4. It produces spiritual growth: 

 

The New Testament places a major emphasis on 

the need for Christians to be accountable to each 

other for spiritual growth. Where there is no 

commitment, there is no accountability. Active 

membership says I am part of this church family 

and you can hold me accountable while I am on 

my spiritual journey. 

 

 

 

 

What is expected of me as an active 
member in this ministry? 

 

At Milestone Christian Ministries we never ask 

our members to live to a higher standard than 

the Bible teaches. However, we accept the reality 

that there will always be cultural, sociological and 

demographic distinctions accompanied by certain 

theological emphases to any community of faith 

seekers. Therefore we recognize four key areas for 

being an active member of Milestone. 

 

1. One another Relationships & Formation in 

Christ. 

 

One another Christianity is a foundational 

principle common among our church fellowship. In 

identifying with Christ the individual is declaring 

his or her salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, 

recognizing that every Christian enters the body 



on the same basis, One Faith, One Lord, One 

Hope and One Baptism (Ephesians 4:4-6). 

Every member is to exemplify the character of 

Jesus Christ in daily living. Love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control are qualities, which 

should characterize every member. (Galatians 

5:22) 

As "called out" people, we are to be separated 

from evil. Although the Bible does not legislate 

Christ-like behavior, it does contain many 

principles to guide us toward Christ likeness. 

Therefore, we ask that each member choose at 

least one (in many cases 2 or more) individuals 

whom they will ask to partner with them for 

prayer; help hold them accountable for spiritual 

disciplines; and provide coaching and spiritual 

guidance where necessary. Whether our spiritual 

friendships take shape as one with one or in a 

group dynamic, every member should allow 

themselves to be influenced by others in being 

called into obedience to the Bible. We are to do 

all that we do, in word and in deed, to the glory 

of God. 

Godly Living   One another 

Galatians 2:20   Romans 12:10 

Ephesians 4:4-6   Romans 12:16 

Galatians 5:22-23    Ephesians 4:2 

1 John 2:15-16   Ephesians 4:32 

Ephesians 5:11   Colossians 3:13 

 

 

2.  Commitment to the Fellowship & Small 

Group Ministry. 

 

As a result of identifying with Christ, each 

Christian has a responsibility to Christ's body, the 

Church. Active church membership involves a 

commitment to a local assembly and a smaller 

group where needs are more readily identified. 

This smaller environment offers 

opportunity for members to nurture fellow 

Christians in their faith, build up one another in 



love and exercise their spiritual gifts for the 

edification of the body. 

 

Service to fellow Christians is service to Christ 

Himself therefore Christians should be ready to 

serve in the church. In committing him or herself 

to this small group fellowship, the Member 

recognizes an obligation to use his or her abilities, 

spiritual gifts and resources in caring for other 

members, both locally and beyond. Therefore, a 

member is committed to be in attendance at 

meetings on Sunday, Midweek, and/or in a small 

group fellowship as desired by your groups' 

consensus. 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship    Small Group 

Ministry 

John 13:34-35   Colossians 4:15 

1 Peter4:10   1 Corinthians 16:15-21 

1 Corinthians 15:58   Romans 

16:5-11 

Hebrew 6:10; 10:24-25  1 Corinthians 1:11 

 

"Household » Grk- " oi kos: a dwelling of a family 

;(used as a) temple." 

 

3. Submission to Elders & Evangelists. 

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to 

be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 

be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people 

for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up until we all reach unity in the 

faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ. (Eph 4:11-13) 

 

We no longer have apostles and prophets, 

however we have their writings in the scriptures 

that were guided by the Spirit (John 14:26; 

John 16:13). We are ALL in submission to God, 

the scriptures and to Jesus Christ as Lord. 



 

Still remaining are evangelists, pastors (elders) 

and teachers who have the responsibility and 

authority from God to prepare the body of 

Christ in the ways indicated in Eph 4. It is God's 

will that we obey our leaders and submit to their 

authority. They keep watch over you as men who 

must give account. As elders and evangelists we 

trust that the members will obey so that our 

work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would 

be of no advantage to you. (Heb 13:17) 

 

Each member is responsible and accountable for 

his or her own conduct and all are to “grow in 

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ." (2 Peter 3:18). Therefore 

members are urged to avail themselves of the 

resources and programs of the church in fostering 

their own Christian growth. Meaningful fellowship, 

personal Bible study, prayer, regular attendance 

at worship and financial support of the ministry 

are commended as vital to personal growth. 

 

 

The Elders and Evangelist's will, exercise 

disciplinary measures as commanded in the 

scriptures. This may include not associating with 

or expelling the member, depending on the nature 

of the sin. These measures are taken with great 

care and will be seasoned with love and will only 

be deemed necessary to protect the flock or to 

help produce repentance. 

 

Submission    Discipline 

2 Corinthians 10:5    1 

Corinthians 5:9-13 

Ephesians 5:21    2 Thess. 

3:6, 14-15 

Philippians 2:3    Titus 3:10 

Hebrews 13:7    2 Timothy 

2:14 

 

Authority 

1 Peter 5:1-3 



2 Timothy 4:1-5 

1 Thess. 5:12 

Titus 1:10-13; 2:15 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Responsibility to the Church’s Mission, Vision 

and Doctrinal Essentials. 

 

We believe in the sovereignty and grace of God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in creation, 

revelation, redemption, an d judgment (Luke 

3:22, John 14:26), that Jesus is the Son of 

God (John 20:3 '31), that the Bible is inspired 

of God (II Timothy 3:16-17), and that Jesus will 

return to take His followers home to be with 

God (l Corinthians 15:24). Jesus was born of a 

virgin (Matthew 1:18--25), worked amazing 

miracles (Matthew 8) and was raised from the 

dead on the third day (Matthew 28:1-5; I 

Corinthians 15:3-4). 

 

We will try to emphasize Christianity as seen by 

the believers in the New Testament and desire to 

unite all Christians into one body (I Corinthians 

1:10). We believe that it is possible to have 

unity by simply following the New Testament 

pattern of respect and love for one another and 

by putting aside disputable matters (Romans 

14:1). While we believe both the Old and New 

Testament give us rules for our faith, we view 

the New Testament as the primary guide for our 

practice (II Timothy 3:17; I Peter 4:11 ). 

 

We believe the Bible teaches that sinners are 

saved by faith, repentance, confess ion, and 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. (John 3:16; 

Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Romans 10:9-10; 

Ephesians 2:8).  We emphasize sincere worship 

(John 4:4), every-member evangelism in keeping 

with the Great Commission (Acts 8:4; Matthew 



28:18-20), godly living (Titus 2:11-12), love for 

each other (John 13:34-35), and helping those 

in need (James 1:27). Furthermore, we respect 

each individual's free will as given them by God 

our creator. Yet, we believe the core doctrines 

stated above are essential to the unity of our 

fellowship and thus non-negotiable.  

 

In such instances where there is disagreement, 

one should seek to resolve their doctrinal issues 

before proceeding to place membership; we ask 

that members, who develop divergent convictions 

over time, refrain from attempts to win others 

over with their viewpoint by divisive and 

disruptive behavior.  

(1 Corinthians 1:10) 

 

In becoming an active and participating member 

of Milestone, a Christian should enlist in the 

work of the fellowship (Ephesians 2:10; 4:12), 

affirming its mission and sharing responsibility for 

the realization of its vision. This entails 

participation in the decision-making process of the 

church, faithful financial support of its ministries 

and a commitment to the unity of the body. 

 

Members by God’s grace through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, strive to walk in holiness in all 

areas of life as an act of worship to Jesus Christ 

(1 Peter 1:13-16. 1 Peter 4:1-3). Members 

should strive to put certain attitudes and actions 

to death while stirring and stimulating love and 

good deeds through the Spirit.  

 

Below are a few examples (not exhaustive but 

culturally specific to our post-modern society) of 

actions addressed in the Scriptures: 

 chastity unless married and, if married, 

complete fidelity within heterosexual and 

monogamous marriage. Complete chastity 

and fidelity means, among other things, 

that regardless of my marital status, I will 

pursue purity and abstain from sexually 

immoral practices such as adultery, 



premarital sex and pornography (Romans 

13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20, 1 

Corinthians 10:8;Ephesians 5:3; 1 

Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4). 

 

 preserve the gift of marriage and agree to 

walk through the steps of marriage 

reconciliation with help of the church 

before pursuing divorce from my spouse 

(Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 

16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; for the role 

of the church in the process of divorce, see 

Paul’s concern for the resolution of legal 

matters within the assembly of the church 

in 1 Corinthians 6). 

 

 refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, 

gossip and other sinful behavior as the Bible 

dictates (Romans 1:28-32; Romans 

13:13; Galatians 5:19-21;Ephesians 

5:18; James 3:3-18). 

 to refrain from such activities that the 

Scriptures would deem foolish (Romans 

14:14-23). 

 to take seriously the responsibility of 

Christian freedom, especially actions or 

situations that could present a stumbling 

block to another (1 Corinthians 8:1-13). 

 


